® Alf Capel

" Alf Capel has been a familiar figure in SA

LI

. He has raced birds wi.th
twooft.hestate’stopbud
. the SA

and the SA Homing Pi-
.gean Association.

;' Alf began his career
with the Alberton Homing
Pigeon Club, and bas
flown as a member of
Broadview, Albert Park
and Riverside clubs in the
combine.

His association with the
SAHPA came when he
was a member of the
Henley and Grange club.
However nowadays A,
whé is married with a
grown son, races as A. Ca-
pel & Son with the River-
side club, of which he is
chairman.

His interest in the sport
stems from the days of
his. youth, when his
father, AIf senior, flew
racing birds. His fathel’s
career began in 1911.

Last season birds from
the Seaten loft of Alf jnr.
won 16 certificates in the
combins competition, es-
tablishing themselves
among the top SAHPC
birds of 1972. .

In the tender years of
his pigeon racing “life”
Alf Jjunr. was “appren-
ticed” to Bob Tumbridge,
one of the top flyers of
his day, and an expert on
the conditioning of race
birds.

He was given one Or
two old bhirds from the
Tumbridge loft and bred
Trom theri ‘before a bilef
spell in 1949,

A few seasons later the
present 1ft was founded
on a couple of pairs of
racing birds which John,
Alf’s son, brought home.

Alf took interest in the

duced, ircluding birds of
the Stassart-Sion strain
from the loft of Colin
Hawke, and from the
Mona Blwe Gown hen of
Charlie Henderson, patron
of the SAHPA.

Today the birds in the
loft are mostly of the
Stassart, Sion. Harrisen
o 'urmn bloodlines.

A farmer champion to
spend time at Alfs logt
was the three t'mes Alice

pigeon racing since 1932,

Springs blue chequer hen
of Max Smith, from
which a nimber of cham-
plon breeding and race
birds have come.

Alf finds his Stassart
b‘ood'sbestmeedm

Before Alf sends a pi-
geon ~n a race he makes
certain it is 100 pec. fit
He says this fis a must.

He believes exercise is
another essential for sue-

cess.
On'y st yesr Alf con-
structed a 84-foot long
flight Yer his stock pi-
geons. This exercise yard
gives hen and cock birds
ample area to exercise,
while providing them with
an open air environfimmt.
The philosovhy which
Alfexpumdsthemostu
“Tt is good to have. to

pions, hut it s
have the parents.”

Many of his champions
come from chamuions of
the past.

He believes in fécing
about 10 birds a race, and
~dmits +hat if the compe-
tition from other owners
in his elub and combine is
about the same he
“chovld be in the results
somewhere.” R

Tn 1964 Alf wrote an ar--
ticle for the world- e!mn-
latin - wd
which  explained:=scondi-
tirns under which M stra-
lian owners and- thelr
bimis "omoﬂte—GRAﬂAI
BADGER




